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BOOKS OF THE YEAR

Thia iasue [eatures a list
of the sacience fiction bhooks
published in England in 1958.
Fxcloding doubtfuls and juv-
eniles more than sixty honks
appeared, compared with forty-
four in 1957 fifty-one in 1956
and eighty-one in 1955. Yer
the general impression was of
a dull year with leas activity in
the book field than for several
vears. Although there were
some excellent books, the gen-
eral standard was mediocre.
There is food for thought in our
analsis of the content and orig-
in of the books. too.

For one thing, eighteen
books either had appeared seri-
ally in regular science fiction
magazinea, of were based on or
included magazine stories. As
might be expected, these in-
cluded most of the books worth
reading, because the magazines
are still the main stream of SF,
and very little of any interest
is wrilten by writers without
magazine experience. Seventeen
of these hooks were of
American origin.

No one could complain that
local talent does not get a
chance, for thirty-eight books
were of British origin. This
was far too many, for only a
few British writers have enough
idea of what SF is all abaout to
contribute aoythiog of value.
More opportunity for new writers
-- fine. But the other aide of
the coin is more worthless

so-called SF.

A substantial majority of
the books, thirty-seven, were
new editions. Hard covered and
pocket editions were about
evenly divided. If new editions
represented the bhest wark of
previous years such a high per-
centage would be amply justi-
fied. Actunlly they seem to
represent  the optimism or
caution of publishers, and the
salesmanship of agents, far
berter. The paperbacks. new
and old, ranged from best 1o
worsat.

contd. p. 11



LATEL

-= Yos, this issuo is vorr
lnte,

SCIENCE FISTICHN NEWS is not a
commercial propesition, It hns clwmys,
like most activitics in support of SF,
beoon producod on on amcteur basis, as
p sorvice and o contritution to o
cnusc, fincnced mainly out of its od-
itor!'s pocket, Thercforeo, unfortun-
atcly, thoro nrc times whon lrekt of
funda ond pressure of work makce it
difficult to meet a rogular schcdule,
Such o timo came at thc beoginning of
this yoor,

Kow horc is rnother issuo, ~nd
it is to bc hoped that thero will not
bc any moro such intcrruptions, Hog-
cver, for tac timo being NEWS is not
being clpimod ns o bimonthly, but os
an irrcgulor publiention,..l ecxpcet
to bring it out regularly in salternato
months, perhirps in timo monthly, but
if an issuc is lnto plcase de not fool
lct doom,

I bolicvo thorc is na much ncod
as over for such o publicntion ns NEWAS,
If you agrec, ou can help by holping
to got morc subseripticns, cond by
scnding in any suggcationa or eritic-
iams that occur to you,

- G, 8.



2 SCIENCE FICTION NERKS
THE YEAR'S BOOKS: 1958

ALDISS. Brian ®. **Non-Stop™  (Fuber, 15/-),

Based on short of same title
in Science-Fantasy, No. 17.

Review, SFN 23.

ASIMOV. Isaac ““The Currents of Space™
{Panther PB, 2/6) Review.
SFN 23.

“l. Robot" (Migit PB. 2/-) Fpi-
sodes. Omits two of nine conn-
ected shorts in other editions.
Review, SEN 23.

*“The Naked Sun™ (M. Joseph,
13/6) Future detective navel,

sequel o The Caves of
Steel™. Review. SFN 22

““‘Pebble in the Sky™. (Corgi
PB. 2/6) Review, SFN 23.

**Second Foundstion™ (Digit PB
2/-). last of the Foundation
trilogy. ({The second book not
yet published in England.)

BESTER, Alfred “Tiger! Tiger!” (SFBC) Serial-
ised in Galaxy as ““The Stars
My Destination.” Review. SFN
17.

BIACKBURN. John “A Scent of New-Mown Hay™
(Secker & Warburg. 13/6).

“A Sour Apple Tree™ (Secker
& Warburg, 12/6).

BI1ISH, James “Earthman, Came Home''(SFBC)
Fpisodes. Parts appeared as
the “QOkie™ stories. Followa
*““They Shall Have Stars.™
Review. SF Monthly {Aus1) 17.



BOUNDS, Sydoey J.

BOWEN, John

BROWN, Fredric

CHILTON. Charles

CHRISTOPHER, John

COOPER. Fdmund

CRISPIN, Edemund

DE ROUEN. Reed R.
DUNCAN. David

FEAR, ®.H.

FINNEY, Jack

FRASER, Sir Ropald

SCIENCE FICTION NEWS 3

““The Moon Raidera™ (Digit PR,
2/-).

“Tl;e Rohat Brains™" (Digit PB,
2/}

“"After the Rain®" (Faber. 15/-)
Review, SFN 21.

“Project Jupiter™ (Digih PB.
2/-).  Review, SF Monthly
(Aust.) 12.

““Journey Into Space." (Pan PB.
2/6). Book version of BBC radio
serial.

““The Death of Grass®' (Pen-
guin PB. 2/6).

“The Ulncertain Midnight*" (Hut-
chinson, 12/6).

“Best SF: Seience Fiction Stor-
iea"’ (Faher PR, 6/-). Shorts.

““Best SF  Three: Science
Fiction Stories"™ (Faher 15/-).
Review, SFN 23. Sherts.

“'Split Image** (Panther PB,2/-).

“Occam’s Razor™' (Gollancz.
12/6). Current SFBC choice.

*Lunar Flight™ (Badger PB,2/-)

“QOperation Satellite’ {Badger
PB. 2/-). Review, Nebule SF,31

**The Clock of Time™ {Eyre &
Spottiswoode, 12/6).
Review, SF'N, 22. Shorts.

“A Visit from Venus™ {J. Cape.
15/-).



4 SCIENCE FICTION NERWS

*'Jupiter In the Chair"' {]. Cape,
15/-). Sequel to “*A Visit from
Venus.' Mild satire on inter-
planetary communication.

GOI1DING. William *The Brass Bunter{ly™ (Faber,
10:6). A dramatic version of the
shart novel “*Envoy Extraordin-
ary” in “‘Sometime. Never.™

(Eyre & Spottiswoode. 1956).

GORDON. Rex **No Mao Friday™ (Corgi PB.
2/6). Review, SFN 18.

HAGGARD, William ““Slow Burner™ (Cassell. 12/6)
Doubtful, some might consider
SF.

HAYNES, John R. “Seream  from  Quter Space™

{Panther PB. 2,6).

HEINLEIN, Robert *“Double Star™ (M. Joseph.
13/6. Review, SFN 22,

““Robert Heinlein Omnibus™
(SFBC). All the sharts previous-
lv published in *‘The Man who
Sold the Moon™™ and ““The Green
Hilla of Farth.""

NES. M “On the last Day™ (J. Cape.
L s 15/« ). Review. Nebula SF 30.

KNIGHT. Damon “Hell’s Pavement™ {Banner PB.
2/.). Based on “‘The Apal-

ogues  and “‘Turncoat.™

CORNBLUTH. C.\. “Christmas Eve™ (Digit PB.

e Bl E 2/-, Also SFBC). Review. SFN
22.

LOTT. S. Makepeace “Escape to Venus™ (Paother
PB, 2/6).

MACKENZIE, Complon “The Lunatic Republic™ (Chatio

& Wipdus, 15/-). Palitical sat-
ire, hardly SF.

contd. p. 9
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International
Reports

4 SNHORT REPORT OM SF IK PORTUGAL

flow doen 5t ga im lortaenl?
%ell, yon Loow, we Bavw,- umly read it
siace 1354, m0 wr bave no maders sF
trsdition — thourh of courser our
youlh slunyaread Verne's and Yella'
warka.

Therr bave been fiwe regular
mseried af 'I' hooks hegun, only one
aLill runnier naw, Thisa in called
C“ir<onauts; apd Law published more
tham fifty beoks, with many good
authors and tramalationa, Nest af
the ather aeries wan called “Lacal-

an de Puluro™,. It publisbed only
Lwa bhooka: “A Cidade ne Temna«
{City) by Clifrard Himak, and =3

Fei8o das U'niveraos"® {Ceuzx dc nulle
part“)by Francis Caranc,

Thn pasreat of the ather aer-
ien wag called “Robat”, and was jm-
rorted frem Spaim, Only an astthar
calling himaolf ="jlan Comet- {you
Aever hoard af hio, I's swre) eould
bave wrilten such harrible atoff *
The soriea ~“Clencia ¢ Flecas™ wms
Ftirely devoted to Ray Shaldom's
ApACr-—gperas, "inticfpacmo™ waa
lranslated from the French aeriea
“dwlicipatiope-,

The Clabe de Literntura Palie-
iarim, Liakon, has a apecial S§F

scctian, and plana ta rablish & SF
magazine,
— JOLEL Llua

Clube de Literaturs Faliciaria
Run dos Fanqueiras, 288, 1.
l.idboa, Fortugal

* this series was lmported from

Spain, shore SF haa "arrived” in
the iast fow years. Bealdes many
irnnslations of Eagliah and imerie-
aE baoks thers have beem lacal jm=
itationn of thia kled, Aoathaer
unlibely-sounding Spaniah writer is
Llam Space, given eredit for auch
Dovelams "Ia Bestia lofaree®; other
and marg convincing mames are Alex
Simmana ("E) infierno de demgrado~}
€. Anbrey Bice ("la muertc flots oo
el vacio"), Clark Carrados {"Con-

Science Fiction
from

Society
Europe

IlicLa calclart), — Fd.

IN GERMaKY

1 £r Fislinm, the
Germes lav®uage o oo of Galsuw,

is 8 1Z%8-page gluacback in dipeoss
seey, slighily smrller Lhonm thr
Rritighedition spd an belter pmper,
Publfahed monthls (Lhoush usdated),
it im adjted by lothar Urinecke, sho
srites his avm lesder, Lhe depart-

ment titlad “pag Observatorium®,
Contents are translated from US ig=
surs al seversnl ¥Yesurs mpo. There
wsre anly abarts im the firat twa

1gsuen, but in No. 3 the firat ser=-
ial bagan, Cyril Judd'a "Kinder dea
Hars® (Mars Child), ¥illy * y'a
departacnt appears as Yissruwertes
(Yarth Knawing).

Mocwig publishers

af Munoich,
*ho {sawc Galaxta, alasa publish two

tove] meries, or Eagazines walpny ome
Bovel inatoad of shorts e Lhe masat
common practice in Germany. ¥
Utopiae o8 - i

lesavea amalh g
double subtitle, Thig acries comea
oul fortnightly, ajze 9= 5 0". 6dpp.
The ather, Terra-S (apee-
ia] voluma) {a a .oniﬂj of 06 pp,
Dotk print both original wark and
tranalations, Walter Emstiog, the
SF Club Esropa'sPresident and farm-

erly wditar af the Utapis srowp,
firat fGersan S Saguaivea, im now
Managing Editor at Hoewipg.

The Tabol firm af Naden are

still publiabing B a=fukuniis-
r. {Fature Nnvel_ﬁ?-mﬂ-
m" Seekly, Gemman writers are
about ovenly represrnted with auch
Americans as Rocklyooe, Lrinater,
llabbnrd, Brackett, Jahn Campbell
apgd Xoel loamia. Utopia-irosshand
{large valume) s lnrlnightlv. 90
pages, othervisr euch the ansie,
Ue a-lagazin. reduced fruam 124
jages to DA, jia atill manthly,

— from LEREIN SCUDIA
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g Looking Backward
4=

ince Juns, Amazing Sioffsa had
changed ta a p-[icy of aprealinp
to a potential public which bad not

TVINTY YEARS: 19348

read much aclence fiction befars
becatne it wasa't maromie snmough.
4 palicy that had bean provad suc-

cenaful spough im other flelda, for
exnmple nan=-SF (dlp sagezines sad
commerclal redio, and Amaxing show-
ed that it could work Here toa. Am
far as it gors, it warks. Qther
magazines have been rum oo ths same
principle, momstimsn with succeas,
ifter all, thers are plonaty of read-
era for them. Rut mcience flction
ia not & matterof ammaing morons —
or even thildren — and writers for
stch an audiencea ars mot going te
produce many tdeas warth consider-
lag, are Lhey? Thr moatl Lo be ox-
pected bn pleasant 1ight reading.

The covars on ju:‘g:'l lasmaas
of late 1938 laake eaa like SP
thon like a group of pulp magaxinea
of thetime commonly ¢alled “horrer”

— one wans actually called
Stories, bot mast af their titlea
camir Tfrom Lhe field of shich they

“Neteclive™” aad
Lhaagh

werte ab of fahoot.
“Myatery"” uere the key worda,
some warfe Bamod for their herosa
(Opsratar 5) aor villainma (Ur. Yen
* = overs an auch magazines us-
Hally ahowed a victim, most oftiern a
vomnp, about to he domaged by some
Lind af ~slabarmte Larturs machine,
shile reméuers hroke im ta imter-
rapt  the fon. Uetil Lhen, such =
acette oo a SF magazioe caver had
besn anuaunl: we don't adtmally re=
member any, though there may have
beem ane or Lwo. Tt the new Amaxz-

—r——
ing bad on the June Cover a maaked
':tnﬂ:lor (masks were atandard hor-
ror eguipment) cafrying a woman wp
a ladder; Auguat, a fellaw abawt to
damage a womam with am electric do-
vicag Oclaber, a room full of wsin-
iater lookisg gadgets with a shite-
coaled ataage apparently threatened
by = muscle-honnd gisnt; October,
s bearded ancient ahriveling up s
man vith a death {mare or leas) ray.
Detrmber introduced a quaiat men-
ater and gisnt Martiam, and we had
the kind af cover which Fla-a' w-
* later waed regularly, r in-
atance,

In Diecussiona ip the Auguat
iasus, Chester Fein spoke for many
im & five-vard letter: "Your revis-

Amexing Stafies stieke.”

The firal mew American SF mag-
azime since 193] was M

w. shich carried the 1des &
1 @ further in dta firast two

januen, Auguat and Novemher 19JA.

Lhe cavers ef
bt the atoriea

Not amly were
tke "horror® tyne,
they illuatrated pre=emted nome
wild parmography e¢ompled with sad-
lam. Heary Kuitoer's "ivengers of
Space” In Augual was & violent sci-
ton noveletie making a Lowr af aev—
ersl plansts, livened np every fex
thausasd words wsith a slahharing
erotiec flagellation sesatca. Nilly
rather than offepnaiws, but SF'a auwp-
portera didn‘t think so then.

“Time Trap™, again by Kottmer,
in ths Xevemhsr iasmma, wae {m the
aame vrin. The sction oaclliated
back and forth in Liwe from anocient
Sumaer L0 remole [uturilty, puncluat—
ed by torlure ntenes puaitive, in-
terrngalive and votiwe (s smcrifice
to & Molach-like idol wsing live
ateam), and hy pumcrows never quite
smccosnful rapos and aeductionn. All
na douht written in to arder. The
reat of Lhe alory waa very much in
the Merrltt ar Jack Willissmson man-
ner, aoch as  Kulbtner wrote mo well
and Insuch quantity io later yeara.

We wmal mate thal H! ran
only n few itema of Lhin himd. 1ts
palicy seemed Lo be La Lry saythinog
at leant once, snd It provided var—
tety Lo boilk guality snd tendency,

In Lagland, T f
No. 4 fasturced "The Salls
Sphins™ by William F. Temple, whase
Ltheme was tLhat domentic cats are
necretly the domioant race an Earth.
Erie Frank Ruwasell, far isatanmce,
han vaed the Idea sibnce af oather
animaln, Host of the reat of tLhe
igmae bad appeared fn Lhe USH & feow
yoaras hefore, and was carefully
molected Ltocultivate intereat in 8P
Apang Bew resders, the theory heing
thot the potential Aritish pablic
had oot heen affected by the ,imer—
ican magnzines. The wmev magazinme
I'F.n], %o. 1 of which apraared st
thia time, was lecsa simplificd, more

likean Americas maganine in sppesr-

ader
of tLhe



ACIRNCE FICTION ¥EAWS

C;fm'ian Sociefy

foviten science fiction readers
abywhere in Auatralin 1o Join anm
Assocliats Memhers.

of Sycey

The FSS Library, aldest S¥
library io Australia, im available
throogk the =mil to Amscciale Mem-
bers. Over 500 booka, and aver 1]00
EAgaripea,
doownl swbacription 1a £1, Gnly
ather charge in for poslage.
Interested? Urite for partic-
ulara Lo
The Secretary
Futurian Soelely of Sydney
Bax 4440,
GP0, Sydnay
LOOKING RACKWARD L. Roo Hubbard's ferial =fh,
Pramp® (Sept—Now) wns hardly acj-
amce, Lhough all contribmtars were stuce fictian. Wanm acquircra a magic-
Britiak except the Italinm amthor al Evil Eya power after Fecavary

of 1he lwad dtory, “Memsce of the
Metal Mem™, 4, Freatagiacomo.

Tﬁrlllu‘ |g‘=dlr Storiea had
shorta

Y ftwo other magaricen’ od-
itora §p ilm Aoguat and dctober
1938 jsawea: “Catalvat Planes™ Wy

*w'. Raymand 4, Palmer, and
¢ Brain Pirates™ by M'-

Jokas ¥W. Campbel! Jr.,

Feapectively.
In December there wags

"Handa seroga

tha Veid™ by Will Garth {Eutiner)
in skich an alica from Titan saved
the bumnn race from o plet by the

suta. There was alsga "Tidal I;mn".
& Stanlery G. Weinbaum ahorg finiab-

ed by his aigtar Aelen, amd "The
Lagt af Time® by Cliffary Simnk,
shich 1as plagiarised im thoa Aws-

trollanThrills lncornorated s =s0S

in Time=.

dateunding Science F led
the field as it wan te do for Yeara.,
1t bhad been the only manthly sinee

1935, and Amanine's reduming manthly
acheduls from Bctoh-r did mat mean

competitliag,

from brain injury. Campbell wauld
atil] wae it Lodsy apd call it pui=
shat bavre you. In Octaber Willjam
Sell made o firat and last appasr-
ance with "Other Tracka™, oot the
firat bul oae of the beat of altep-
Balfve time Lruck storfes, Galluna‘'s
“Magician of Drram Valley® was aut-
atanding lunar adventore, idn astro-
Bamical tover showing Jupiter from
Gomymede i]llustrated Simak'n semt-
imental "Rewniop an Gasymede™. The
cover had a terrific error which
man let go1 renders wefe Invited to
rich it, but It was po cortest, I[L
showed Ganymade throwing & shadow
large ennngh to eclipde Jupiter. We

could noame covers with tarae flawa
and =9 ricumen.

Necember had Leatar Bel Rey's
“Helsn 0°lay=, the firat alory of a
robot (nat android) mrsquerading as
buman, an well aam Gold'a =4 Malter
of Farm® and de Camp'a "The Merman”,
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The British lnterplanetary Society

bl Addien — 11, BESSBOROUGH GARNENS, LONDON, 3% |

Tee Baimisy INTERFLANETIARY SOCTaTY was lounded i 1933 te
promode the development of interplanctary eaploration and com-
mumcation by 1be study of rocket engineenng. astronomy and othey
aocuated scienced; It pow inclides among its members many
British and [areign woeke1s promisent o 1bese frlds,

The Society ofgantes meetings, kctures, exhibitions anel Gim
shows, Recenl exampics are Produns Inerplandary Space, Postable
Heeatinag Apparatun, Tha Planet Man, Combushon Chambers for
Rocket Empimen.  These programmets have been planned oot ocly
to amist the speead of technical knowkedge, bat alsa o brng home
to the lay pohle the kmitless posubilities of rocket propukinn, and
in particalar the ultimate wmplicatioss to buman socicty of the
croasing of space.

Membership of the Society 1 open to all persons throughout the
world who are interested in interplanetary travel.  All membets are
entithed 1o attend the Society’s lecteres and to rocorve copees of
1ts publications. There are no age lkmits

FerLiowsmlr
Fellowship is open 10 Uiost who poasess some rebevant acientifie,
technical of profesaonal qualifcation

MEMNBERIAIY

No tachnical of other qualification is required for Membenbip as
this grade i interuted particnlarly tor the lurge body of persans who
realise the possibilitics of satronantics and wih o keep in touch
wiih enrrent developrsents, bot wha da not possess the qoalibeations
for Felouwnhip 1t woold be apprecialed, bowever, if applwants for
Membership give detaib of any qualiScations they may possess,
dctails of aceopation, eic., as set out in the official apphication form.

PoarLicatioxs

The greater part of the Soclety’s resources s devoted ta ita
bi-monthly fowmal which is publebed in Janoary, March, ete.
It s a well-illostrated publication, averaging aboat o4 pagea
pet rave, and containg {nll reports of all lectnres delivered 1o
the Sodety. Thes lectures. and other papen. freqocntly repoat
origmal work noderiaken by members of 1he Society, The fournal
alsa offers members 2 uniqoe information service, since it printa
revirws andd abstracts al all inpotiant publications oo rocketry and
astronavtics thioughon! the woedd, amd gpives news ol all current
developments

A special book-it, giving a comprebemive selection of the major
worki oo rockets and spacrflight is also isocd to membere

Annual Subscriptions: - MEMBERS £ 2 &

- under 21 yomrs of nge 81 1l &4,

FELLOWS 2 12s. &d.
Entrance Fee payable by all applicanty: — 18a &d.
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contd. from p. 4

MAINE. Charles E. "Crisis 2,000"" (Corgi PB. 2/6).

““The Tide Went Out*" (Hodder.
12/6). Review. Nebula SF 36.
Next SFBC choice.

“Timeliner” (Corgi PB., 2/6)
Review, SFN 23.

MANTLEY. Joha “The Twenty-Seventh Day™
{Beacon PB, 2/6).

MATHESON. Richard “The Shores of Tomorrow™'
(Corgi PB. 2'6) Shorts.

PHELPS. Gilbert ““The Centensrians: A Fahle™
(Heinemann. 15/'-). Review.
Nebula SF 31.

POHL. Frederik & **Gladiator-at-Law™ (Digit PB.

KORNBLUTH. C.M. 2/-). Originally serialised in
Galaxy. This version is fuller
and better.

RUSSELL. Eric F. “Three ta Conquer™ {Corgi PB.

2:6). Originally serialised in
Astounding as “‘Call Him
Dead.™

“Wasp" (Dobson. 11/6). Origin-
ally serialised in New Worlds,
69-71.

SHELLEY. Mary “Frankenstein'' (KDL PB. 2/6).

““The Revenge of Frankenstein;
based on a screenplay by Jimmy
Sangster with additional dial-
ogue by Hurford Jones.”
{Panther PB. 2/6). A sequel 10

a film wversion. apparently.

SHERRIFF. R.C. “The Cataclysm™ (Pan PB. 2/6)
Originally published 1939 as
*“The “optins Monuseript.”
Said 1o be revised. Moon falls to

Earnh.
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SIMAK, Cliffard D.

VERNE. Jules

WALLACE, Doreen

RALTERS. Hugh

RELLS. H.G.

SCIENCE FICTION NERS

‘“Strangers in the Universe™
{Faber, 15/-) Review, SFN 23.
Shorts.

“The Begum's Fortune® {Han-
ison, 12/6).

“Dropped from the Cloods™
{Hanison, 12/6) (Part 1 of *“The
Mysterious Island’').

“Five Weeks in a Balloon™

{Hanison. 12/6).

“Five Weeks in o Balloon: Edit-
ed for Schools™ Allen & Unwin,
5/9).

“From the Earth to the Moon™
{Hanisan. 12/6).

“*Round the Moon" {Hanison,

12/6).

**Round the Moon®' {Rard, Lock,
4/-).

““The Secret of the Island™
(Hanison. 2/6) (Part 2 of “‘The
Mysterious lsland™’).

“Twently Thousand Leagues
Under the Sea” (Dean Classica,
2/6).

“Forty Years On" (Collins,
13/6). Review. Nebula SF35.

“The Domes of Pico' (Faber,
13/6). Juvenile. sequel ta
“Blast Off at Woomera.”
Review. SFN 23.

“'Selected Short Stories’ (Pen-
guin PB., 3/6). locludes mome
SF classics.
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In Australia, Jubilee Pub-
lications of Sydney produced
two packetbooks. Misleadingly
numbered 215 and 216, they
were actually the Sth and 6th
in the firm's Satellite Series.

Both are reviewed in SFN 23.

MILLER. R. De Wint

and IUNGER. Anna

“Year 3097

Based on Millet’s short ““The
Master Shall Not Die.”" this
appeared in the USA as “‘The
Man ®bo lived Forever.*

SOML. Jerry

“The Mars Monopoly "

contd. from p. |

Science fiction's character-
istic form is the shont story,
maioly because of the strength
of the magazine tradition. But
only nine books were caollect-
ions of shorts. Al present. most
science [iction novels by even
experienced writers are mere
pot-hoilers, while the efforts of
writers without an adequate
background are usually bad.
At least seventeen of the year's
books were their writers' first
attempta  in  the field. in-
cidentally.

Evidently some British pub-
lishers thiok that science fic-
tion is o form of light enter-
tainment. like the apy and west-
ern conventions ar what is now

called *‘romance™, which any
literary drudge can deliver on
demand. Well, if anythiog can
kill acience fiction, this attit-
ude will,

The year's best novel was
undoubtedly Robert Heinlein's
*Double Star'’, really a straight
novel of eharacter with emphas-
is on external motivation: show-
ing a maon under pressure of
circumstance radically changed
in peraonnlity, converted if you
will to an entirely different view
of life — and told in his awn
words, Every second wonld-be
novelint thinks he can do this.
and the results are sad. Bui
Heinlein has done a credit-
able job with one of the hardest
tasks in creative writing. The
selling, some LIwo cenluries
away, is a lightly sketched
but rather intriguing foture
aocicty. Science fiction. but
only just. In other hands it
would have become a camou-
flaged hiatorical novel.

Brian W.Aldiss' *“‘Non =~
Stop™, handicapped with ao un-
usunlly stupid and misleading
jacket blurb, was good if not
remarkable. David Duncan’s
“Occam’s Rozar™' was his best
work to date. strong in ideas if
weak in plot and actian. Johm
Bowen's “‘After the Rain’ was
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on uonsual disaster novel, its
theme mainly paychological.
With the posaible exception of
Apimov's “The Naked Suon™
and Cooper’'s “The Troubled
Midnight™" it is bard 10 call any
other new navel outstanding.

The short story position
was much better. Asimov and
Bliah were cepresented with

integrated series of connected
stariea. Fioney, Matheson and
Simak each had a new selectian
published. The Heinlein ““Omni-
bus'' combining the conteats af
‘“The Man Who Sold the Moon™
and *"The Green Hills of Farth™
was the Science Fiction Book
Club's best offer Lo date. Crisp-
in edited a veluable anthology

in ““Besat SF Three."
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